
25 YEARSON - AND LOOKING TO THEFUTURE
No 84                                                                       Autumn 2010

In this Jubilee Year of St Leonard's Hospice,
when we mark 25 years of caring for local
people and their families, we want to say a
very great 'Thank You!' to everyone who has
supported us over the years.  

It has been very largely through the support
of our local community - the people of York
and the surrounding area - that St Leonard's
has flourished.  Our founders had a vision of
care when they first proposed a hospice for
York as far back as February 1978.  Through
fundraising and much positive thinking, we
were able to open our doors to our first in-
patients in February1985.

Now we begin the next chapter of the his -
tory of St Leonard's.  We do so with great con -
fidence, knowing we have a great
groundswell of local support that will carry us
through what look like more turbulent financial
waters ahead.  

St Leonard's is well-placed to face the years
that lie ahead.  As a charity, we have always
relied on the generous charitable giving of our
supporters.  By organising events that raise
money for us, by providing donations and by
remembering the Hospice in their wills, they -
you! - have enabled 
St Leonard's to develop its care in many ways
over the years, as well as to maintain our core
aim of looking after local people with life-
threatening illnesses and their families.

It is an important feature of St Leonard’s
that our care is free.  Our only criterion for

accepting patients into the Hospice is their
need for our care.  To do so costs us, this year,
around £3.3 million.  The amount of funding
we receive from the government through the
Primary Care Trust is currently under review.
We will make doubly sure that every penny
counts, without, of course, affecting the high
level of care for patients and their families and
carers for which we are renowned.

St Leonard's values your continuing support,
and we look forward to many more years of
'Caring for Local People'.

The Hospice's recently-completed new entrance,
funded by a grant from the Department of
Health, has won a York Design Award in the ‘new
community building’ category.

The new entrance was designed by York archi -
tect Moray Mackay to improve the link between
the original Hospice building and the later addi -
tions.  The  new, lightweight entrance introduces
sunlight and views into the heart of the Hospice.
The transparent design means that visitors can
easily see where they are in the building. 

Architectural
critic Ken Powell,
chairman of the
judges, said at the
ceremony that
they ‘praised the
building’s detail -
ing and were also
impressed by the
quality garden
setting.’ 
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SUNNY ALLISON is the new Deputy
Retail Manager for St Leonard's
Hospice.

Sunny is a well-known figure in
the charity retail world. She lives in
Ryedale and has worked for other
Hospices in the area

She is overseeing the day-to-
day operation of the Hospice's
five shops, supporting Retail
Manager, Helen Moreton.  One of
Sunny’s first jobs was to help to set
up the new Hospice Shop in Selby
(see page 6).

'I’m a retailer through and
through,’ says Sunny.  ‘I believe in
getting a bargain - and making
sure everyone else gets one too! -
so I'm looking at lots of new ways
in which we can take the retail
side of the Hospice forward.

'I'm really pleased to be able to
work with a fundraising team that
is as productive and effective as
this.’

STRENGTHENINGTHEFUNDRAISING TEAM
TOHELPMEETNEWCHALLENGES AHEAD
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‘I’m delighted
to be here at 
St Leonard’s,’
Mandy says, ‘and
I’m really looking
forward to the
challenges
ahead.  The
fundraising team
here already does
a fabulous job,
and I’m here to
help them to
meet the new
challenges
ahead, when we
will be competing
for event penny
of the public’s
generosity.  I hope
to build on this
great foundation
and move for -
ward in innovative
and exciting
ways.’

When not at
work, Mandy enjoys scuba diving,
and is currently qualifying as a
sports diver.  She has a son and a
daughter, as well as a one-year-
old granddaughter.  She lives in
Leeds.

Janet Morley says, ‘We are
delighted to welcome Mandy to
the team; she is a person of great
skill and enthusiasm, and really
committed to the work we are
doing to ensure that St Leonard’s
can continue to care for local
people with life-threatening illness -
es and their families over the
coming years.’

Volunteer vacancies
If you know anyone who could spare a few hours a month to help St. Leonard's in one of the following
ways, please ask them to contact the Volunteers' Office (01904 708553).  
HOUSEKEEPING AND KITCHEN - Our friendly housekeeping team needs extra help with light tasks.
Kitchen volunteers really enjoy the "buzz" of helping in a busy environment where quality is the key
word and they can develop their skills.
RECEPTIONISTS - Our beautiful new reception area means it is a good time to join the volunteer recep -
tion team, who work evenings and weekends, for 3 or 4 hours; weekday daytime volunteers help
alongside our full-time receptionist.
GARDENERS -Our enthusiastic gardeners help keep the hospice gardens looking lovely.  They meet on
Thursday mornings, and would like an extra member (strong and fit - there is some lifting of pots and
compost!) in place ready for the spring tasks.  
VOLUNTEERNURSES -Volunteer registered nurses usually help for a four-hour session once a week.  This
role may be suitable for nurses just leaving employment, or gradually returning to work.  Full training
and supervision are given.
DRIVERS -with their own cars, to drive Day Hospice patients once a week, or occasionally transport
patients and medical items. Driving duties are usually on weekday daytimes. A fuel allowance is
payable.  
SHOPVOLUNTEERS -to work in our shops in Acomb, Haxby, Pocklington, Scarcroft Road, Selby and
Tang Hall. 
Call the Retail Manager on 01904 77 77 76 to discuss shop volunteering.

MANDY METCALFE has been
appointed to the new post 
of Fundraising Manager at 
St Leonard’s.  

Working closely with the
Director of Fundraising, Janet
Morley, Mandy has joined the
Fundraising Team to help make
the most of new fundraising
opportunities both in York and in
the rest of the area which is
served by the Hospice. 

She has recently worked as the
senior fundraiser at the Prince of
Wales Hospice in Pontefract, and
says she is ‘dedicated to the hos -
pice movement’.  



JUBILEEROUNDUP
Some of the events of our special year
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Our annual Summer
Fair this year was
renamed the
‘Birthday Party’.
Lenny Bear entered
into the spirit of the
day by sporting a
new suit and posing in
front of our mock-up
birthday cake.

The York Rotary
Great Dragon
Boat Challenge on
the River Ouse this
year raised funds
for our work.  Our
‘Lenny’s Lovelies’
team didn’t win -
but didn’t sink!

Art by our patients
went on show at
York District Hospital.
Helping Alan
Holdsworth prepare
are Carol Slawson,
Daycare Activities
Coordinator (left)
and Adie French,
Artist-in-Residence.

In our 25th anniversary
year, the St Leonard’s
Hospice Challenge
Walk was held for the
20th time, with 201
people taking part on
the 20-mile route
around Haworth and
raising thousands of
pounds for our work.

Local primary schools
took part in special

‘Birthday Walks’
around their premises
for the Hospice - and
Lenny went along to
take part.  Here he is

with the children of
Barlow Primary School

near Selby.

A Thanksgiving
Service for 25 years

of the work of 
St Leonard’s

Hospice was held
in York Minster.

More than 
500 people

attended.  The
speakers were
Baroness Finlay 

of Llandaff, pallia -
tive care expert
and chair of the

All-Party
Parliamentary
Group on Dying Well, and Dr Peter Kay,

consultant in 
palliative care. Others taking part included

the founder Chairman of the Hospice’s
Trustees, Trevor Copley, seen here with the

More than 560 guests enjoyed a fun-filled
evening at York Racecourse in April at the 
St Leonard's Hospice Sunflower Ball, which

included a champagne reception and five-
course meal.  The ball raised  more than

£53,000. Celebrating success are (l to r) Care Assistant Marilyn Bullock,
Hospice Chairman Graham Millar, Nurse Sarah Berwick, Sunflower Ball
Committee member Helen Williams and Care Assistant Irene Reeves.

Schools from all
around our area
coloured sunflow -
ers for our special
Jubilee display at
the National
Railway Museum,
where they deco -
rated the Percy
Main Bridge.

The Midnight Walk
attracted more
than 500 people to
raise thousands of
pounds for us.
Lenny said ‘Well
done!’ to members
of the Poppleton
Tigers girls’ football
team.

All the Hospice
shops took part in a
special fashion show
held in Acomb.
Lenny Bear again
dressed in style  
for the occasion,
taking the hand of
Hospice shop 
volunteer Janet
Maxwell 

Picture courtesy The Press, York



Fundraising thanks - as always!
In our Jubilee year, many hundreds of people have helped us - as they do each year
- to raise funds for our work. Here is just a small selection. THANK YOU - EVERYONE!

1 Claire, from theFudge Kitchen inYork’s LowPetergate, wasamong theexhibitors at theWedding Fair thatwas held in aid ofSt Leonard’sHospice at theParsonage Hotel inEscrick.

2 School friends

Lauren Wood (11)
and Paddy

Burtenshaw (10)

baked cakes and

sold them to pupils
and staff at

Archbishop of York’s

Junior School in
Bishopthorpe,

as well as to the staff

at Lauren’s father

Neil’s place of work.

They raised £100

for the work of
St Leonard’s.

3 Everyone at TheMinster School in Yorktook part as they raisedmore than £4,000 forSt Leonard’s Hospicewith cake-bakes,sponsored bike rides,swims, spells, skips,runs and all mannerof activities. Theschool decided toraise funds for St Leonard’s after theHospice cared for SueValentine, theschool’s long-servingand much-loved secretary.

Photographs 1 to 4 
courtesy The Press, York
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4 A fund-raisingbattlefield walk atMarston Moor wasarranged by byJoanne Smakman,whose family farmson the battlefield,and was led byRussell Marwood,Battlefields ProjectOfficer at YorkArchaeologicalTrust, dressed, withhis colleagues, inCivil War uniform.

5 Craig
Hopwood
(2nd from right)

and his
friends com -
pleted
the 230-mile
Coast to
Coast cycle
ride to raise
funds for
St Leonard’s
in memory of
his father
Peter, a
former
Trustee of 
the
Hospice.

6 Ash, a six-and-a-half-year-oldWeimaraner dog,with her owner SteveJowsey, also wentfrom Coast to Coast,this time 192 miles onfoot, and raisedalmost £1,000 forSt Leonard’s.

7 Students from Reed School,
Drax, raised £1,200 for the work of the

Hospice, with activities such as a fair trade stall,
cake stalls and non-school-uniform days.
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A new St Leonard’s Hospice
shop has been opened in
Selby at 2A Park Street by
David Jones, President of
Selby Lions.

The Lions Club has been a
long-term supporter of 
St Leonard’s, especially
through its annual Cycle Ride.

Like the other Hospice shops
the new Selby shop sells a
wide range of donated goods.
The shop is run mainly by vol -
unteers and managed by
Caren Hirst.
Janet Morley, Director of
Fundraising at St Leonard’s,
says, ‘Opening a new shop is
an exciting venture for us and
we know that, like the Lions
Club, the people of Selby will
come along to support us as
customers and by donating
goods for sale.’

Opening the new Selby shop in
September; 
Left: David Jones, President of
Selby Lions, helps shop manag -
er Caren Hirst to cut the cele -
bratory cake
Right: David gets help from
Hospice mascot Lenny Bear to
choose china from the shop’s
display
Below: the first shoppers wait
patiently in the rain for the shop’s
opening.

NEWSHOPOPENSIN SELBY

Tang Hall shop gets a face-lift
The popular Hospice shop in

Tang Hall
reopened in
August after
several weeks
in a temporary
home – and
the man who
discovered the
premises for
the Hospice
was there to
celebrate
(left, with
shop manag -
er Sue
Bonarius).

In 1993 Hospice vol -
unteer Mike Bailey (the former
editor of this newsletter) was
asked to look around the area
for suitable shop premises as St
Leonard’s was hoping to
expand its outlets. He found a
former baker’s shop in Fourth
Avenue in Tang Hall, recog -
nised its possibilities .

and recommended it to the
Hospice Trustees. 

Once it was bought, Mike
then set to work with Cyril
Reynolds, who is still a volun -
teer for the  Hospice, to refur -
bish the premises. 

While the recent work was
going on at the shop, the staff
and volunteers moved into
temporary premises a few
doors down, thanks to the gen -
erosity of neighbouring land -

lord Mr Singh. 

NEPAL TREKKERSPREPAREIn October a group will
trek in the Himalayas to

raise funds for the
Hospice.  In preparation,

they spent time training in
the Lake District. Among

them are Hospice
Chairman Graham Millar

and his wife Margaret,
and Janet Morley,

Director of Fundraising,
and her husband Phil.
To sponsor them, call

01904 77 77 77

Invite your friends in for
coffee or a drink, and
we’ll do the rest!

If you’d like to
choose Christmas
gifts and cards in
your own home sur -
rounded by your

friends, and help the
Hospice at the same time,
here’s your chance.  

Gather a few friends together
and we’ll send a representative
along with gifts and cards.  You
can all decide what you’d like,
and you can buy there and
then.  

For more information or to 
invite us along to your party, 
call Sunny on 01904 409152.

Why  no t  have  a
Christmas Gift Party
for  the Hospice?



Cards and Calendars
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DIARY
2010

NOVEMBER
Thursday 4 and Friday 5
HOSPICEDAY
at St Crux, York city centre
1.00pm to 4.00 pm
Pop along for tea and cake and
other light refreshments and start
your Christmas shopping.

Thursday 25
BAG PACKING
at Marks & Spencer, Parliament
Street
10.00am to 6.00pm
Come and have your bags
packed, give a donation to the
Hospice or, better still, volunteer
to help!

Saturday 27
THANKSGIVING DINNER
at the National Railway
Museum,  York
7.00 pm 
Tickets £30 each.  See page 8

DECEMBER
Saturday 4
HOSPICE CHRISTMAS FAIR
at English Martyrs Church Hall,
Driffield Terrace, York
1.00pm to 4.00 pm

Sunday 12
SANTADASH
Selby - call the Fundraising
Centre for details

Thursday 16
CAROL SERVICE
around of Tree of Lights in the
grounds of the Hospice,
Tadcaster Road, York
6.30 pm
Come and join us.
Wednesday 22
BAG PACKING
at Marks & Spencer, Pariliament
Street
All day

Once again, 
St Leonard’s
offers you a
great choice of
Christmas cards
and a fascinating calendar.

This year there is a selection
of eight different cards, which
should suit all tastes.  

As always, there is a scene
of York - these always sell out
quickly, so make sure you get
yours soon!  

All the cards come in packs
of 10 and cost £2.95 a pack.      

The 2011 Hospice calendar is
also available.

It shows scenes of York in the
past, between the 1850s and
the 1940s.  

All the pictures are detach -
able for use as postcards.  

The calendars this year are
just £3.50 each - less than last
year!

The cards and calendars are
on sale at all the Hospice shops
and from Hospice reception
(office hours only).  They can
also be ordered by post.  An
order form is available for
download on the website, or
can be obtained by calling 
the Hospice on 01904 409152. 

All the pro -
ceeds from the sale of our
cards and calendars goes
direct to our work of caring for
local people and their families.

If you would like more
information on any of
these events, please call
the Fundraising Team on 
01904 77 77 77 
see the website at
www.stleonardshospice.org.uk
or e-mail us at 
fundraising@stleonardshospice.org



A reminder . . .
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Is this your own copy of the
Hospice newsletter?  If it isn’t,
would you like to receive one
regularly?  All you need to do is
call our Fundraising Team
on 01904 77 77 77
or write to us at

St Leonard's Hospice
185 Tadcaster Road
York YO24 1GL 
Tel: 01904 708553 
Fax: 01904 704337

fundraising@stleonardshospice.org.uk

If you received this newsletter
through the post and you would
rather not do so, please let us
know.  We’d also like to know if
you have received more than
one copy, so that we can sort it
out.  Please call us on the above
number, or write to us. 

This newsletter is produced 
by St Leonard’s Hospice
Fundraising and PR Team

St Leonard's Hospice is a registered charity, no
509294, and a company limited by 
guarantee.  Registered in England & Wales,
number 1451533. Registered office: 
185 Tadcaster Road, York YO24 1GL

Written and designed by 
David Winpenny Public Relations Ltd.
Victoria Villa, Princess Road, Ripon HG4 1HW  Tel:
01765 607641 e-mail info@winpennypr.co.uk  
www.winpennypr.co.uk

With thanks to The Press for photographs as 
acknowledged.  Other photographs by David
Winpenny, by members of the Fundraising Team 
and by supporters.

One of the final
events of the
Hospice’s 25th
anniversary is
the Thanksgiving
DInner in the
exciting sur -
roundings of the
National Railway
Museum (NRM),
on Saturday 27
November.

Why not join
staff and friends
in supporting St
Leonard’s on this very special occasion?  The evening will
begin with a reception in the main hall of the museum, sur -
rounded by the great locomotives, before dinner on the
platform in the Station Hall.  Tickets, which cost £30 each,
include the reception and dinner, as well as entertainment
throughout the evening.  

Janet Morley, Director of Fundraising at St Leonard’s says,
‘We hope that lots of our friends and supporters will join us for
what should be a great evening to mark our quarter-century
of caring.  This is not simply a fundraising event - why not join
us and dine in style?  We should be very pleased to see you
among the carriages and engines at the NRM.’ 

NRM DINNERTO MARK 
25 YEARSOF CARING

Two Christmas events
St Leonard’s Christmas Fair takes
place on Saturday 4 December, this
year at English Martyrs’ Church Hall,
Driffield Terrace.

There will be a wide range of gifts
available, as well as the Hospice’s own
Christmas cards and calendars.  

There’ll be the chance to try your
luck on the tombola and other games
and to buy from the varied stalls.
Lenny Bear will be around to entertain
and there may even be a visit from
Father Christmas!  Please come along

between 1.00pm and 4.00pm.    

This year’s Carol service takes place on Thursday 16 December -
and marks a change to our Christmas pattern.

Instead of a service of dedication for
our ‘Light up a Life’ Christmas tree, the
carol service, starting at 6.30pm, will
take place around the illuminated tree
in the Hospice grounds.  Members of
York Railway Institute Band will be lead -
ing us in singing some of our favourite
carols.  Do join us if you can.  

Our ‘Light up a Life’ tree in St Helen’s
Square will be lit for the St NIcholas Fair
in late November, and the lights will
continue to shine until Twelfth Night.  If
you would like to sponsor a light in
memory of a loved one or a friend this
Christmas, look out for the ‘Light up a
Life’ leaflets in our shops, or call
Fundraising on 01904 77 77 77.     


